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WELCOMING THE PRESIDENT 
OF UZBEKISTAN TO SINGAPORE

Amity Global Institute is always eager to provide the best 
higher education for our students in Singapore and overseas. 

Amity is continuously striving to meet global standards with innovative 
methods and a philosophy that embraces changes and transformations 
for the betterment of learning. It is our commitment to deliver quality 

education and nurture our  students, the future leaders and professionals.

 Amity Education Group is home to over 175,000 students across 
10 Universities, 28 schools and pre-schools and 11 global higher education 

campuses in Singapore, London, Dubai, New York, Paris, Sydney, 
San Francisco, Mauritius, Nairobi, Tashkent and Vladivostok.

SINGAPORE ADMIN OFFICE 

Amity Global Institute 

101 Penang Road Singapore 238466 | 
Phone: +6598792756 (Whatsapp) |
E-mail: cswgavin@singapore.amity.edu | 
Fax: +65 6602 9509 |
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A new empowering force in education was founded on October 2022 with the opening of the 
TMC Institute Campus in Tashkent staffed by highly qualified professors from Singapore 

and UK offering professional undergraduate courses and internationally recognised qualifications. The TMC 
Institute Tashkent was established on the initiatives of the Uzbekistan Embassy in Singapore, 

the Uzbekistan Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education, 
the City of Tashkent and the TMC Academy in Singapore

TMC Academy Singapore and TMC Institute Tashkent 
Welcomes President Shavkat Mirziyoyev

For more information visit:  
SINGAPORE: Tel: +65 6727 2666  Whatsapp:  +65 80233870  Email: info@tmc.edu.sg 

www.tmc.edu.sg 

UZBEKISTAN: Tel: +998 71 207 00 32, +99871 207 00 49 Email: info@tmci.uz  
www.tmci.uz
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globalpsa

You can 
Move the 

World
Having reened the art of managing the 
gateways of world trade, we are going 
beyond ports to help you navigate the 

complex maze of global logistics.

PPartner us to build agile, resilient and 
sustainable supply chains and let us 

help you deliver on your promises with 
service you can trust. 

Together, we can move the world’s 
goods, for the greater good.
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Presidential Address

It has been a tradition since 
2017 in Uzbekistan that at 
the end of the year for the 

President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan to deliver his 
annual Address to the Oliy 
Majlis (Parliament) and the 
people of Uzbekistan. It is an 
excellent platform for me to 
summarize the results of the 
outgoing year, suggest the 
course for the next year and 
put forward priority policy 
directions for the coming 
year. This year too it provided 
me an opportunity to outline 
the priorities of the policy in 
2023.

I proposed to name the 
2023 year as “The Year of 
Caring for People and Quality 
Education,” while pointing 
out that “improving the 
quality of education is the 
only right way to develop the 
New Uzbekistan.”

In the publication before 
you, you will discover 
many aspects of the great 
progress our nation has 
made with the introduction 
of the comprehensive 
reforms on the socio-
economic front; these not 
only opened up avenues 
for rapid development, but 
also to engage and set up 
international partnerships 
and create opportunities for 
foreign investment in our 
growth.

It pleases me immensely to 

The Year of Caring for People  
and Quality Education

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev

President Shavkat is also setting 2023 as the “breakthrough year” for the implementation of 
reforms and engagement on the global platform
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share that on the economic 
front, for the first time, 
Uzbekistan’s gross domestic 
product exceeded $80 billion, 
$8 billion of foreign direct 
investment was attracted, 
and exports reached $19 
billion.

The international authority of 
Uzbekistan is also growing, 
which is becoming one of 
the centers of world politics. 
Thus, in 2022, Uzbekistan 
hosted the Summits of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and the 
Organization of Turkic 
States, as well as dozens 
of high-level international 
conferences. 

Special attention was paid to 
the issues of Constitutional 
reform. Today more than 
220 thousand proposals 
have been received from 
citizens to amend the 

Constitution, and the draft 
of the new Constitution will 
be submitted to a national 
referendum. We have also 
identified the priorities of 
the policy in certain areas of 
activity. The state machine 
has accumulated a lot of 
duplicate functions; there 
is a high centralization 
of management and 
overmanning. Therefore, 
a Presidential Decree 
was signed on the 
implementation of a new 
administrative reform.

The economic successes of 
recent years have allowed 
us to accumulate enough 
funds in the budget to move 
on to the formation of a truly 
“social state”.

One of the main tasks in 
2023 will be to improve the 
quality of school education 
and the authority of teachers 

in society. The Presidential 
schools have already 
implemented the “A-Level” 
educational program, 
approved in 130 countries 
around the world.

In 2023, new approaches 
will be introduced to reduce 
economic inequality between 
regions and the balanced 
development of all districts 
and cities.

Next year, the introduction 
of free market mechanisms, 
ensuring healthy 
competition, inviolability of 
private property and support 
for entrepreneurship will be 
actively continued. 

In the course of economic 
development over the past 
five years, the capacity of 
markets has increased, 
as well as the savings 
of businesses and the 

Presidential Address
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population. This has created 
all the necessary conditions 
for large-scale privatization, 
which will begin in 2023. 
Efforts in the field of ecology 
and environmental protection 
will also be intensified and 
reforms in addressing the 
agriculture sector will also 
continue apace. In total, $1 
billion will be allocated for 
projects to create a high 
value chain in the agricultural 
sector in 2023.

In order to maintain 
sufficiently high rates of 
economic growth required 
to improve the standard of 
living of a rapidly growing 
population, it is necessary to 
actively attract investment 
into the economy and 
increase exports. Over the 
past six years, the inflow of 
investments to Uzbekistan 
has increased to a level 
exceeding 30% of GDP and, 
we will continue to improve 
conditions for the growth 
of private local and foreign 
investments in the economy.

For the sustainable 

development of the economy, 
it is necessary to invest $25-30 
billion in energy, for which it 
is necessary to attract private 
investment into the industry. 
Over the past three years, $8 
billion of direct investments 
have already been directed to 
the energy sector.

Thanks to our program 
“New Uzbekistan – a country 
of competitive products” 
which we launched in 2022, 
about 2,000 entrepreneurs 
entered foreign markets for 
the first time in a single year. 
And in 2023, the practice 
of compensating exporters 
for transportation and other 
expenses provided for by the 
program will continue.

The year 2023 is set to be 
a breakthrough year in the 
implementation of reforms 
and as we continue to 
implement our design to 
engage with global platforms 
on many fronts for the 
betterment of our nation and 
our people.

President  

“In the course 
of economic 
development 

over the past five 
years, the capacity 

of markets has 
increased, as well 
as the savings of 
businesses and 
the population. 
This has created 
all the necessary 

conditions for 
large-scale 

privatization, 
which will begin in 

2023” 

Parliament (Supreme Assembly) building; Navoi Park. Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Presidential Address
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Foreign Policy  
Uzbekistan Always Open to Dialogue

The main goal of the 
foreign policy of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 

is strengthening of the 
independence and sovereignty 
of the state, further enhancing 
the role and place of the 
country in international 
arena, joining the ranks of the 
developed democratic states, 
creating security, stability 
and good neighborliness belt 
around Uzbekistan.

The Republic is adherent to 
the policy of non-alignment 
with military-political blocs, 
preventing the deployment 
of foreign military bases and 
facilities on its territory, as well 
as the participation of the 
country’s military personnel 
in peacekeeping operations 
or military conflicts abroad. 
Uzbekistan stands for the 
solution of all contradictions 
and conflicts exclusively by 
peaceful means.

Uzbekistan is open to 
dialogue and is interested in 
expanding cooperation with 
all partners in the name of 
peace, progress and prosperity, 
relying on the following 
basic principles: sovereign 
equality of states, non-use of 
force or threat, inviolability 
of borders, non-interference 
in the internal affairs of 
other states; fulfillment of 
international obligations 
in good faith, respect and 
protection of human rights 

The Republic of Uzbekistan conducts an open, mutually  
beneficial and constructive foreign policy based on the national 

interests of the country. Current foreign policy of Uzbekistan is 
formed taking into account the dynamic changes in the world and 
the region as well as large-scale 

reforms within the country

and other generally recognized 
principles and norms of 
international law; indivisibility 
of security, openness and 
pragmatism, development 
of comprehensive good-
neighborly relations with 
contiguous countries, 
strengthening of regional and 
international cooperation.

One of the main and primary 
tasks of the foreign policy is 
the effective implementation 
of the Strategy of Actions 
on five priority directions of 
development of Uzbekistan.

Some of the Key Objectives 
l Forming the most favorable 
foreign policy conditions for 
efficient implementation of 
the democratic reforms in 
the country and dynamic 
processes of modernization of 
society and economy 
l Preserving and 
strengthening peace and 
stability in Central Asia, 
turning the region into a zone 
of security and sustainable 

development 
l Forming balanced and 
multidimensional system of 
strategic partnership with the 
leading states of the world and 
international organizations;
l Promoting international 
initiatives of Uzbekistan on 
the most important areas of 
regional and international 
policy 
l Facilitating the increase of 
the volume and expanding 
the geography of exports of 
domestic products
l Assisting attraction of foreign 
direct investments and high 
technologies to the priority 
sectors of national economy
l Assisting in attraction 
of foreign tourists and 
development the tourist 
infrastructure of the republic 
l Rendering assistance in 
expansion and deepening 
of cooperation in the field 
of transport and transit, 
development of international 
transport communications and 
logistics infrastructure.
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Bilateral Ties 
Connections

Uzbekistan and Singapore 
have had a long-
standing and mutually 

beneficial bilateral relationship.  
Since 1997, Uzbekistan and 
Singapore have been assisting 
one another and working 
toward common goals that 
benefit both countries. 

Tourism & Visa
One of the most recent 
collaborations between 
the two countries was the 
establishment of the Uzbek-
Singapore Center for Tourism 
Development, which aimed 
to help promote Uzbekistan’s 
tourism brand not only in 
Singapore but also in other 
Southeast Asian countries and 
increase the number of foreign 
tourists to Uzbekistan. 

Furthermore, Singaporeans will 
be able to visit Uzbekistan for 
30 days without a visa as part 
of the country’s plan to boost 
tourism. 

Uzbekistan’s abundant raw 
materials for manufacturing 
were a great benefit to 
Singaporean businesses. 
Singapore is also receiving 
high-quality pharmaceutical 
products from Uzbekistan. 
By signing a free trade 
agreement with the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU), of 
which Uzbekistan is a member, 
Singapore and Uzbekistan 
streamlined their economic 
relationship. Additionally, 
Uzbekistan welcomes 
investments from Singaporean 
companies, which is 
advantageous for both nations. 

Uzbekistan has simplified 
many of the procedures 
required to start a business. 
To improve the environment 
for Singaporean businesses 
to establish operations in 
Uzbekistan, adjustments 
were made to more than 160 
licensing procedures and 
19 administrative activities 
starting in December 2016.  
The Republic of Uzbekistan’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Investment and 
Foreign Trade, S. Umurzakov, 
also held discussions with a 
number of foreign investors 
who have prospered in the 
country about joint venture 
opportunities and projects 
involving Singaporean 
investors in the fields of ICT, 
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, 
and transportation.

Singapore and Uzbekistan 
are also working together 
on educational projects. 
Singapore is being consulted 
by Uzbekistan in efforts to 
raise educational standards, 
including research into the 
best ways to teach science 
and other STEM subjects 
in classrooms, training of 
personnel in charge of 
managing educational 
institutions, and creation 
of recommendations for 
enhancing training initiatives 
there. The parties also agreed 
to establish the integrated 
research and development 
center in 2019–2029, as well as 
regional training centers for 
Singapore and Uzbekistan. 
Through animated video 
classes, these centers will 

provide new software products 
and interactive digital teaching 
platforms for kindergarten, 
secondary school, and higher 
education institutions in 
Uzbekistan to learn English, 
Chinese, mathematics, and 
other pre-school and school 
science curricula. Singapore 
and Uzbekistan also signed a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
this year within the framework 
of the Multi-Partner Human 
Security Trust Fund for 
the Aral Sea Region under 
the UN auspices, which 
involves the largest private 
educational institutions in 
Singapore “TMC Academy” 
on their participation in 
the implementation of 
humanitarian programs and 
projects implemented by 
the Fund. Additionally, there 
is significant potential for 
the Singapore Cooperation 
Programme (SCP), which is a 
program aimed at the training 
and education of Uzbek 
government employees, to 
study Singapore’s experience 
in public administration, 
urban planning, education, 
healthcare, transportation 
logistics, and housing and 
communal services.

Uzbekistan and Singapore also 
send delegates to each other’s 
countries on a regular basis to 
discuss ways to collaborate in 
the political, trade, economic, 
investment, financial, 
scientific, technical, cultural, 
and humanitarian spheres, as 
well as how to address global 
challenges.

Bilateral trade, economic, cultural, humanitarian and political relations  
between Uzbekistan and Singapore continue to be at the traditionally high level of mutual 

understanding and trust in accordance with the priorities of the republic’s economic 
diplomacy
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Highlights

(From right) Dr Koh Poh 
Koon, Singapore’s Senior 
Minister of State of the 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, visited Uzbekistan 
in February 2020 and met 
Uzbek leadership including 
Minister of Investments and 
Foreign Trade of the Republic 

In June 2020 online 
negotiations were held 
between the President of 
the Singapore University 
of Social Sciences (SUSS) 
Mr Cheung Hee Kiat; 
the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the 
university Mr Richard Ey 
and the Deputy Minister 
of Higher and Secondary 
Specialized Education 
of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan U. Begimkulov

Members of Uzbek delegation who came to Singapore in 
January 2020 led by the Mr Dimitry Lee, Deputy Director 
of the National Agency for Project Management under the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (NAPU). 

In June 2020 a video conference between 
Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of Investment 
and Foreign Trade of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Sardor Umurzakov and Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Finance of the Republic of Singapore 
Heng Swee Keat discussed measures to counter 
the coronavirus pandemic

Senior Minister of State (SMS), Ministry of Defence and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr Mohamad Maliki bin Osman, 
made his introductory visit to Uzbekistan in April 2019. 
Among the people he called included Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance Jamshid Kuchkarov (above left) and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdulaziz Kamilov (above right) 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan Djamshid Kuchkarov called 
on then Deputy Prime Minister and Coordinating 
Minister for Economic and Social Policies Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam in November 2018

Uzbekistan 
Minister of 
Culture, Bakhtiyor 
Sayfullayev and his 
delegation visited 
Singapore in 
March. He called 
on his Singapore 
counterpart, 
the Minister 
for Culture, 
Community and 
Youth, Grace 
Fu, where they 
exchanged 
views on ways 
to strengthen 
cultural relations 

Bilateral Ties
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Ambassador Kakhramon Shakirov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the  Republic  

of Uzbekistan in Singapore

In the year of 2022 we were 
celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 

Diplomatic relations (April 8, 
1997) between the Republic 
of Uzbekistan and Republic of 
Singapore.

Over the last 26 years both 
countries have enjoyed a 
mutually beneficial and fruit-
ful cooperation, successfully 
established at the Government 
and business levels—and most 
importantly, between the 
peoples of our country. 
Both Singapore and Uz-
bekistan have been rig-
orous in supporting the 
initiatives within Interna-
tional institutions, share the 
values of international rule 
of law, while paying close 
attention to the issues of 
combating international 
terrorism and extremism, 
as well as preventing the 
spread of Covid-19. 

In particular, Uzbekistan ap-
preciates the efforts made  
for combating with coro-
navirus pandemic by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Singapore, Temasek Foun-
dation International, Man-
agement Institute of Singa-
pore for 5,000 PCR test as 
well as for 30 Oxygen Con-
centrators provided in 2020 
to Uzbekistan.  One cannot 
emphasise strongly enough 
our deep appreciation of 
Singapore as a valuable 
partner here in in Southeast 
Asia and it is our endeav-
our continue to strengthen 
this cooperation, based on 
mutual respect and trust 
going forward. The positive 
outcome of the Covid-19 
pandemic, despite the havoc it has caused globally, has 
been its bringing the world closer together. 

Singapore’s significant role as an influencer, not only in 
the region, but also in the international arena, is pivotal 
to the development of Uzbek-Singapore co-operation 
and collaborations on many fronts, including joint pro-
grams and projects with your country in trade-econom-
ic, investment and cultural-humanitarian spheres.

Herewith, I have the privilege to inform that in close sup-
port and cooperation with the Singapore Government 

a historic moment has been 
prepared, which is, the State visit 
of H.E. Shavkat Miromonovich 
Mirziyoyev, the President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan to Sin-
gapore on 17-18 January, 2023, 
by invitation from H.E. Madam 
Halimah Yacob, the President of 
the Republic of Singapore.

During the visit inter-govern-
ment meetings and discussions 
are scheduled with H.E. Madam 
Halimah Yacob, the President of 

the Republic of Singapore, 
H.E. Mr. Lee Hsein Loong, the 
Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Singapore, H.E. Mr. 
Heng Swee Keat, the Deputy 
Prime-Minister, Coordinating 
Minister of Economic Policies 
of the Republic of Singapore.

Additionally, to be held on 
the side will be the Uzbeki-
stan-Singapore Business Fo-
rum at which around 30 bilat-
eral agreements will be sealed 
on expanding economic, 
trade and investments part-
nerships on such strategic 
sectors as: cities infrastructure 
development, expanding and 
deepening cooperation on 
education (training govern-
ment servants), healthcare, 
chemical and textile industry, 
agriculture, transport logistics 
(overland, railroad, airports, 
subway), renewable energies, 
and further modernization of 
tourism infrastructure.

I strongly believe that the 
State visit of the Uzbekistan 
Leader will be a game chang-
er in Singapore-Uzbekistan 
relations, as it creates the 
impetus for even greater 
achievements together in the 
years to come.

Our main goal is to further expand and strengthen our 
long-term and mutually beneficial cooperation with 
the Republic of Singapore—which is based not on the 
principles of trust and transparency alone, but also on 
the principles of a win-win situation, where each partner 
achieves their set goals.

Aligned with the constant support by our Governments, 
and the comprehensive socio-economic reforms taking 
place in Uzbekistan, particularly over the last five years, 
we are witnessing the opening up of new directions 

Message
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for collaboration within government and business 
circles—particularly between small and medium-size 
enterprises of Uzbekistan and Singapore.

Creating the fundamental pillars of strength for fur-
ther deepening of our cooperation has been the exist-
ing legal framework between our two countries, which 
comprises five inter-governmental documents on 
promotion and protection of investments, air service, 
economic and humanitarian cooperation, avoidance 
of double taxation and visa exemptions for diplomats. 
It is envisaged that the numbers of these documents 
will be further expanded.

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev once described “New 
Uzbekistan” as “a state developing in strict compliance 
with the universally recognised norms in the field of 
democracy, human rights and freedoms, on the basis 

of the principles of friendship and cooperation with 
the international community, the ultimate aim of 
which is to create a free, comfortable and prosperous 
life for our people.”

The “New Uzbekistan” is primarily about the new 
economic relations, the new economic vision. It has 
witnessed how the economic system of our country 
has been completely restructured, and even if it is dif-
ficult, we have put into practice the required market 
mechanisms. 

Today, we are also implementing the new Strategy 
of Development of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026. It 
has already witnessed the acceleration of moves from 
foreign investors, including from Singapore, to devel-
op our economy, which is being revamped and is now 
abrim with business opportunities for large compa-
nies and small and medium enterprises (SMEs). The 
most attractive sectors for investment are tourism, 
textiles, food processing, education, information tech-
nology (IT) banking and finance, mineral resources, 
new energies, urban development and others.

Uzbekistan’s investment scenario has brightened 
with the likes of Singaporean companies, which have 
invested nearly half a billion US dollars in such sectors 
as education, food, agriculture, and the chemicals and 
textile industries.
Also rising in numbers are Uzbek companies which 
are using Singapore as a base to explore the South-
east Asia market. This also gives me a great sense of 
satisfaction about the progress in strengthening the 
ties between Uzbekistan and Singapore.

I am confident that this positive trend of bilateral co-
operation amongst government and business circles 
will continue to increase furthermore in the years to 
come!

Ambassador Shakirov presented his credentials to President 
Halimah Yacob in 2018

Uzbekistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tashkent

Message
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Qwe are meeting on the eve of 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s first 
State Visit to Singapore. What can we 

expect from  
this visit?
A: First and foremost we have a very good and 
long-standing relationship with Uzbekistan 
since the country became independent (in 
1931). Although Singapore is very far away 
from Uzbekistan, more people are beginning 
to take notice of Uzbekistan and the progress 
the nation has achieved, especially the recent 
reforms undertaken by President Shavkat. 

I think the visit is a very good time for 
Singaporeans to find out more about what’s 
happening in Uzbekistan  and the progress 
they’ve made. And the opportunity is not just 
economic and political but also people-to-people. I 
think this is the right time for the President to be here 
as Singaporeans can get closer and get to know more 
about Uzbekistan.

Q: You have been the non-resident ambassador of 
Uzbekistan since 2011; what has struck you most 
about Uzbekistan during the many times you have 
travelled there?
A: I think many are not aware of the independence 
of Uzbekistan and some might think it is still a part of 
Russia. We are certainly aware of Russia but are not 
aware about the many other countries which broke 
away from it. Certainly after independence, Uzbekistan 
does stand out especially most recently because of 
(China’s) One Belt One Road initiative and the reforms 
that the current President has started has caused many 
to take notice of the country. Uzbekistan is not a young 
country, it is an old civilisation with a great historic 
culture and a people who are strong, highly energetic 
and very ambitious in what they want to achieve for 
themselves. There is emphasis on tradition and religion 
and I think these are things that Singaporeans should 
look at about Uzbekistan. I believe we can learn a lot 
from Uzbekistan as much as Uzbekistan wants to come 
here to see what are the things that we can work at 
together and share with one another’s best practices.

Q: How can Singapore contribute in the development 
of Uzbekistan?
A: When we talk about relationships, we cannot ignore 
the fact that the Singapore-Uzbekistan relationship has 
a tremendous amount of political goodwill. In  
time that political will gets translated into  
economic opportunities and improved people- 
to-people relations. In terms of economic opportunities 
businesses will find their own way to maximise 
opportunities.

Ambassador Zulkifli Baharudin
The Non-Resident Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore to the Republic of Uzbekistan 

shared with Publisher and Editor-in-Chief of IN Diplomacy, Ms Nomita Dhar, his thoughts on 
the visit by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and how Singapore and Uzbekistan can benefit 

going forward 

But as far as country-to-country relations are concerned,  
as good friends, we have a lot to learn from one another. 
Singapore being a global city will be able to share our 
experiences. Uzbekistan wants to plug into an emergent 
Southeast Asia for which Singapore is a very important 
hub.

Q: How many Singaporean companies are currently 
operating in Uzbekistan?
A: There are not many but the few that are there 
have made a tremendous impression in the areas of 
education, agriculture, chemical and oil & gas industries.

Although small I think they have made a tremendous 
impact. We have certainly been recognized for what 
we’re doing. And I hope, the success of these companies 
will set an example for other Singaporean companies 
to follow suit. The companies also owe their success to 
the host country government which has been very fair in 
helping them.

Q: What are the other areas of collaboration that can 
be further developed?
A: There are three main areas. First, is political. In the 
past many years Singapore has undergone digital 
electronic reforms in terms of instituting e-governance. 
Governments the world over have been finding ways to 
use technology to better administer their countries. This 
is a potential area where the two governments might 
work together. Singapore is quite ahead in this area.

The second area involves people-to-people ties. 
Singaporeans are travelling more and to more distant 
destinations, looking for a bit more educational and bit 
more epic attractions in terms of experience. I think 
Uzbekistan’s  ancient cities of Samarkand, Bukhara and 
Khiva offer a great experience for anybody, not just 
Singaporeans. There is a lot for us to learn. This is one 
way people-to-people ties can be more deeply engaged.

Interview
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Lastly, in terms of business, Uzbekistan 
which is an emerging economy with 
the largest population in the region, is 
embarking on very strong, disciplined 
reforms that will lead to the opening 
up of a host of opportunities in many 
sectors of the economy.

Q: In anticipation of these new 
opportunities, do you think the 
Singapore Government should 
consider opening an embassy in 
Uzbekistan?
A: That’s two different questions! 
Yes, certainly, I think diplomatically 
Singapore would want to have an 
embassy in all the countries with 
representation. There’s no question 
about it. We might have the financial 
resources but we just don’t have  
the manpower. 

Singapore is unique, really. We have a system of Non-
Resident Ambassadors like me who don’t work full-
time but I can spend my time and resources to do my 
own work.

Of course, if down the line, we can have the manpower 
resources with people familiar with the place, speak the 
language and are prepared to stay there, we will consider 
it. Sometimes the fact that I’m in 
Singapore instead of being in Uzbekistan 
allows me to work more closely with the 
Uzbekistan Ambassador here. I will not 
be able to coordinate things as well as I 
might have if I’m in Uzbekistan!

Q: Ambassador, while Singapore 
companies are being encouraged by 
Enterprise Singapore to set up shop 
there would you like to encourage 
more Uzbek established companies to 
look at Singapore market as well?
A: Yes, but ultimately businesspeople 
make their own decisions. We have 
to be aware that distance is still a bit 
of an issue. Singapore and Uzbekistan 
businesses naturally prefer to work 
in their own respective neighouring 
regions. Down the line when 
connectivity improves certainly we can 
do that. Meantime, Uzbek businesses 
which are looking towards venturing 
into the emerging and growing ASEAN 
market of 600 million people will find 

Singapore more than happy to encourage, 
assist, and cooperate with Uzbekistan to 
find ways to explore markets in this region. 
Singapore is a small market but the region 
offers tremendous opportunities.

Q: Regarding President Shavkat’s visit 
- he is scheduled to sign, as well as 
witness several MoUs signings, with 
Singapore companies. What would be 
the expected outcomes  from the MoU 
ceremonies?  
A: Both countries are very serious about 
what will follow from the signing of the 
MoUs. I am aware that President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev is also very serious minded. And 
I would like to say, that we are not fond of 
signing MoUs for the sake of MoUs. We 
are not taking the President’s State Visit to 
Singapore as a hospitality visit. That’s clearly 

not the case. It is a very significant visit. It’s going to point 
to more collaboration, ventures and projects in the future. 
It signals a new phase of our relationship going forward. 
It’s a new signal of an emerging Uzbekistan. that’s able to 
progress  beyond this neighborhood. 

It’s a signal to Singapore that welcomes our friends from 
afar, to be closer to us, working with us for the long term.

“It is a very significant visit. It’s going to point to more 
collaboration, ventures and projects in the future. It signals a 
new phase of our relationship going forward. It’s a new signal 
of an emerging Uzbekistan that’s able to progress beyond this 

neighborhood. It’s a signal to Singapore that welcomes 
our friends from afar, to be closer to us, working with 

us for the long term”

About the Ambassador
Ambassador Zulkifli Baharudin is 
the Non-Resident Ambassador to 
the Republic of Uzbekistan since 
2011. In 2014 he was appointed the 
Non-Resident Ambassador to the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. 

Mr Zulkifli was awarded Singapore’s 
Public Service Medal in 2005 and 
Public Service Star in 2011. He is 
married to Mdm Yeo Bee Yan.

He is currently the Executive 
Chairman of Indo-Trans Corporation 
and serves a a Managing Director of 
Global Business Integrators Pte Ltd. 
He is also the non-executive director 
on the Board of Virtus Holdco Ltd 
and Omni Holdco, LLC and holds 
positions in various other Boards.

Interview
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Conference

Uzbekistan-Singapore Roundtable: 
Prospects for Cooperation & Partnerships

Both countries take pride in the excellent level of relations nurtured down the years and look 
forward to the opening of several new doors of cooperation especially in the wake of the visit 

of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in January

The Roundtable discussions 
were held on 10th January 
2023 and were organized 

by the Embassy of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan in Singapore, the 
International Institute for Central 
Asia and S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies (RSIS) of 
Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU), Singapore . The Roundtable 
was themed “Uzbekistan and 
Singapore: Prospects for Mutually 
Beneficial Partnership.”  

The gathering of government 
officials and business leaders 
as well as academics from both 
countries took place at the Parkroyal 
Collection Marina Bay. They included 
representatives of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry of Singapore as well as 
experts of the leading analytical and 
research structures of this country.

Attendees also included 
representatives of RSIS, the National 
University of Singapore, the Middle 
East Institute (MEI), the Singapore 

WELCOME REMARKS
Ambassador Kakhramon Shakirov
Ambassador Extraordinary & 
Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan to Singapore

Mr Obid Khakimov, Director, Centre 
for Economic Research & Reforms (CERR)
New Uzbekistan- Opportunities for 
Expanding Economic Cooperation with 
Singapore

Ambassador Ong Keng Yong,
Executive Deputy Chairman
S. Rajaratnam School of Inernational 
Studies, Nanyang Technologoical 
Univeristy, Singapore

MAIN SESSION SPEAKERS
Mr Batir Tursunov, Deputy Director , 
International Institute of Central Asia
Uzbekistan & Singapore: Perspectives of a 
Mutually Beneficial Partnership

Ms Denise Pereira Carrie-Anne, 
Director (Americas Division & Europe & 
Central Asia Division), Minstry of Trade & 
Industry (MTI) Singapore

Mr Farrukh Tursunov, Direcor, 
Information & Analytical Dept. (IAMMO), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan

Mr Raffaello Pantucci, Senior Fellow, 
International Centre for Political Violence 
& Terroorism Research, RSIS, NTU

Mr Oybek Khamraev, Head of Main 
Dept., Analysis & Planning of International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Investment, 
Industry & Trade of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan

Mr Eric Lee, Director, Central & 
Southeast Asia and International 
Partnerships, Singapore Cooperation 
Enterprise

Mr Ashraf Khojaev, Director, 
Department of Economic Diplomacy, 
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan

Mr Azamat Sulimanov, Leading 
Researcher, Institute of Strategic 
and Regional Studies, Adminstration 
of the President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan

MODERATOR FOR THE Q&A SESSION
Mr Nordirbek Soliev, Senior Analyst, 
International Centre for Political Violence 
& Terrorism Research, RSIS, NTU

Cooperation Center for Central and 
Southeast Asia and International 
Partners (SCE). Representatives from 
the Uzbekistan side included experts 
from MICA, the Center for Economic 
Research and Reforms, the Institute 
for Strategic and Interregional 
Studies and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

Sectors for Cooperation
The Singaporean representatives 
paid special attention to the 
prospects of expanding economic 
ties between the two countries. The 
interest is indicated for cooperation 
in such areas as “green” energy, 
innovation, digitalization and energy-
efficient technologies. It was also 
appreciated that the large-scale 
reforms implemented in Uzbekistan 
create additional conditions for 
building mutually beneficial Uzbek-
Singaporean cooperation in all areas.

Within the framework of the 
discussions, the participants 
of the roundtable analyzed in 
detail the state and prospects of 

Photos: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS)
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cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and Singapore, identified priority 
areas requiring development 
and consistent expansion, made 
proposals that would contribute 
to further strengthening bilateral 
and multilateral relations, including 
between the countries of Central 
Asia and Southeast Asia.

In general, participants were 
informed in detail about the 
Development Strategy of the New 
Uzbekistan, the priorities and 
achievements of the regional policy 
of the state, the promotion of the 
initiatives of the country’s Leader on 
the interconnectedness of Central 
and South Asia.

Enhancing Trade & Tourism
Ambassador Ong Keng Yong, the 
Executive Deputy Chairmanof 
RSIS, reaffirmed warm relations 
with Uzbekistan and stated that 
Singapore holds regular business 
forums with Uzbekistan. He also 
discussed ways to enhance trade 
and tourism flow with Uzbek 
ministers, including initiatives 
to identify and nurture potential 
business partnerships and networks 
for our companies and increase 
air connectivity between both 
countries. They also spoke about 
exploring opportunities and 
enhancing bilateral economic ties 
through the Chongqing Connectivity 
Initiative-International Land-Sea 
Trade Corridor (CCI-ILSTC).

The attending participants of 
the roundtable expressed that in 
order for Singaporeans to expand 
trade and investment, direct 
connections between Uzbekistan 
and Singapore would be an 
advantage and for Singaporeans 
to look at Uzbekistan as a new 
destination to source food 
products, the freight charges 
would need to be competitive.

In his opening speech, 
Ambassador K. Shakirov gave 
a high assessment of the state 
and prospects of bilateral Uzbek-
Singaporean cooperation. Over the 
years, Uzbekistan and Singapore 
have built a strong political and 
economic partnership thanks to 
the established trusting relation 
between the two countries. 
The dynamic of interaction in 
all area are steadily growing. 
Active economic cooperation 
and investment activities for 
rich cultural and humanitarian 
cooperation have become 
important components of the 
close ties between the two 
countries.

Both sides were keen about 
enhancing collaborations and 
agreed that with the upcoming 
visit of the President of 
Uzbekistan, there will be an 
opening of several new doors of 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

Ambassador Ong 
Keng Yong, the  
Executive Dep-
uty Chairman 
of RSIS, NTU  in 
his welcome re-
marks said Cen-
tral Asia occupies 
an important 
geostrategic po-
sition between 
Asia, Europe, and 
the Middle East. He said, “Accord-
ingly, Singapore has warm relations 
with Central Asian countries. Despite 
historical, cultural, and geographical 
dissimilarities, Singapore and the 
Central Asian countries are young 
nations with common development 
goals and the desire to build up their 
human resources. These shared 
goals, have fostered closer relations 
in recent years, especially with Uz-
bekistan.” 

He highlighted how Singapore holds 
regular business forums with Uzbeki-
stan. These include engagements 
with the Singapore Business Fed-
eration (SBF), the Singapore Malay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(SMCCI), and the Singapore Indian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(SICCI). 

He shared how, “Before COVID-19 
gripped the world in 2020, several 
ministers have visited Uzbekistan 
and one of them the Senior Minister 
of State (Trade and Industry), Dr Koh 
Poh Koon, said that Uzbekistan has 
promising logistics, transportation, 
commodity trading and tourism 
sectors…are also geographically 
well-placed to more closely link the 
Central Asian and Southeast Asian 
regions.”  

Amb. Ong also said, “Capacity-build-
ing is another main area of coopera-
tion. Through the Singapore Coop-
eration Programme, we have shared 
our developmental experience with 
more than 1,200 participants from 
Central Asia, including Uzbekistan. In 
that regard, the Singapore Coopera-
tion Enterprise (SCE) has cooperative 
engagements with Uzbekistan in the 
areas of public sector expertise and 
economic development.” Looking 
ahead, he said, “Both countries and 
regions can expect opportunities to 
increase. We have to cooperate to 
ensure that our economies and our 
people can grow. 

Amb. Ong Keng Yong:
Singapore & Uzbekistan 
Potential for Growth
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The prestigious Summit 
brought together the 
leaders of all members 

of the association, as well as 
the heads of the Secretariat 
and various structures of the 
Organization (TURKSOY, TURKPA, 
the International Turkic Academy, 
the Turkic Culture and Heritage 
Foundation).

Uzbekistan, as the chairman of 
the OTS, has fully intended to 
make serious efforts to implement 
such important documents as the 
Turkic world vision - 2040 and the 
Strategy of the Organization of 
Turkic States for 2022-2026. These 
measures stimulate the emergence 
of new cooperation initiatives, 
trans-regional projects, as well as 
opportunities for socio-economic 
growth for the inhabitants of the 
countries of the region.

The SCO’s Samarkand Summit 
unlike other summits in the 
world has become a venue where 
practical solutions are found to 
problems, and this can be seen 
in the initiatives and ideas put 
forward in it. 

Uzbekistan, which took over 
the chairmanship of the SCO 
on 17 September 2021,  had the 
opportunity to fulfill its historical 
mission of achieving its all goals 
in a timely manner and efficiently, 
and solid foundations were created 
for ensuring security, taking 
multifaceted cooperation to a new 
level in terms of quality and for 
sustainable development.

Also notable during the 
Samarkand summit, was that  the 
OTS countries actually began 
to improve the activities of 
the organization, expand and 
strengthen the conceptual and 
practical foundations of the 
existing architecture of cooperation 
within the framework of the 
association, as well as establish 
more systematic cooperation in 
priority areas.

The Summit of the Heads of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)  
member states was held on 15th & 16th September 2022, in Samarkand, which became a 

platform  for discussing the state and prospects for the development of cooperation in the 
SCO’s sought-after areas and areas of activity 

Feature

Samarkand Spirit: Inspiring Agenda for 
International Cooperation

This was confirmed by the adoption 
by the leaders of the OTS countries 
of the Organization of Turkic States 
Strategy for 2022-2026 and the 
Samarkand Declaration, as well 
as more than 10 documents on 
further strengthening multilateral 
cooperation and reforming the 
activities of an international 
structure with a new integration 
agenda.

At a time when complex situations 
are observed in the world, the 
spirit of diplomacy is changing and 
the space and opportunities for 
constructive dialogue are shrinking, 
the SCO is emerging as an efficient 
and practical mechanism for 
cooperation, which is free from 
political games and avoids conflicts.

Under the chairmanship 
of Uzbekistan, the SCO has 
transformed into multifaceted 
organisation of cooperation, 
mutual trust and free dialogue, 
rediscovering its potential. At 
the same time, the open and 
constructive diplomacy of New 
Uzbekistan, which has become 
unprecedentedly active in recent 
years, has been able to demonstrate 

its capabilities on a wide regional 
scale.

The major conference, which was 
held in the form of a dialogue 
was attended by the leaders 
of 14 countries, high-ranking 
representatives of Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Egypt as well as the 
heads of international and regional 
organisations. The Samarkand 
Summit was unprecedented in 
expanding the number of SCO 
partner states. Thus, Iran has 
become a full member of the SCO, 
and Egypt and Qatar have been 
granted the status of dialogue 
partners. Decisions were also made 
to initiate procedures to grant 
Belarus the status of a full member 
of the SCO, and Bahrain, the State 
of Kuwait, the Maldives, the United 
Arab Emirates and the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar the status of 
dialogue partners.

The President of Uzbekistan 
also held meetings with the UN 
Deputy Secretary General, with 
the Heads of State of Russia, 
China, Iran, Turkey, Mongolia, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Belarus.
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“Under the chairmanship of Uzbekistan, 
the SCO has transformed into multifaceted organisation 

of cooperation, mutual trust and free dialogue, rediscovering its 
potential. At the same time, the open and constructive diplomacy of 

New Uzbekistan, which has become unprecedentedly active  
in recent years, has been able to demonstrate its capabilities  

on a wide regional scale”

The main emphasis during the 
chairmanship of Uzbekistan 
was placed on strengthening 
economic and trade ties, promoting 
industrial cooperation, expanding 
transport and communication 
interconnectedness, digital 
transformation and the “green” 
economy.

During the chairmanship, drafts 
of 14 new conceptual documents 
initiated by the President of 
Uzbekistan were developed. 
Special attention has been 
paid to such initiatives as the 
Concept of the SCO member 
States on the Development of 
Interconnectedness and the 
Creation of Efficient Transport 
Corridors, the Program of 
Infrastructure Development of the 
SCO countries, the establishment 
of the institute of the SCO Goodwill 
Ambassador.

About SCO Membership
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is 
an intergovernmental organization founded in 
Shanghai on 15 June 2001. In 2021, the decision 
was made to start the accession process of Iran to 
the SCO as a full member. Egypt, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia became Dialogue Partners. The SCO  
currently comprises:  

8 Member States:
l China
l India
l Kazakhstan
l Kyrgyzstan
l Russia
l Pakistan
l Tajikistan
l Uzbekistan

6 Dialogue Partners
l Armenia
l Azerbaijan
l Cambodia
l Nepal
l Sri Lanka
l Turkey 

4 Observer States  
(interested in acceding to full membership)
l Afghanistan
l Belarus

l Iran
l Mongolia
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SMF Looks Forward 
to More Investment 

Opportunities for Both 
Nations

Seizing Opportunities

Uzbekistan and Singapore have enjoyed 
warm relations since our establishment 
of diplomatic ties in 1997.  Since then, a 

key agreement signed between both countries 
is the Double Taxation Agreement (DTA) in 
2008. This agreement has created a gateway 
for our countries’ business organisations to 
trade with one another with ease, creating 
more investment opportunities for both of our 
nations.

Recently, our nations signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) in 2021 on Legal 
Cooperation. This MoU provides a framework 
for legal cooperation from both nations in 
areas such as exchanging information on the 
promotion of the rule of law and sharing of 
experience on the provision of legal services.

Akin to our countries, the SMF also enjoys a 
strong relationship with our counterparts in 
Uzbekistan. In this regard, we signed a goodwill 
MoU with the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Uzbekistan (CCIU) in 2009, renewing 
the same in 2019. This MoU created a bridge 
for our respective members to traverse across 
boundaries to trade and explore opportunities 
away from home. The SMF will continue our 
efforts to send business delegations to f ind 
investment opportunities in Uzbekistan. 

In closing, I would like to wish His Excellency 
Mr Shavkat Mirziyoyev a fruitful and enjoyable 
time in Singapore and I look forward to even 
more and greater future collaboration with your 
beautiful country, Uzbekistan. 

“On behalf of the Singapore Manufacturing 
Federation (SMF), it is with great honour 

and pleasure that we warmly welcome the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan,  

His Excellency Mr Shavkat Mirziyoyev to our 
country Singapore!”

- Mr Lennon Tan
President of the Singapore Manufacturing 

Federation

The  SMF is the largest national organisation 
representing the interests of manufacturing and 
manufacturing-related industries since 1932. 
Currently, the SMF has about 5,000 corporate 
members, comprising SMEs, MNCs and Affiliate 
Members. Corporate members are categorised into 
10 Industry Groups and supported by its Associated 
Services to address each industry’s unique and 
specific needs and interests.

S.E.A. Business Centre Pte. Ltd.
And Our Partners 

Welcomes the President of The Republic of Uzbekistan

H.E. SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV
to Singapore

S.E.A. Business Centre Pte. Ltd. (SBC)
138 Robinson Road #02-26, Singapore 068906
www.seabusinesscentre.com

S.E.A. Business Centre Pte. Ltd. (SBC) and our group of 
companies run multiple businesses 

1) Banking / Wealth Management consulting, training, 
certification, sales, marketing, 2) Information Technology in 
Financial Industry, Internet-Of-Thing, Artificial Intelligence, 

Data Analytics, Outsourcing, Blockchain, 3) Wholesale, 
trading. investment in Food & Beverages, Fashion and 

Lifestyles, Education, Tourism. 

We cover South East Asia and Central Asia markets.

Seizing Opportunities



UZBEKISTAN   19

Singapore Businesses Tap into 
Opportunities in Uzbekistan

SMF Looks Forward 
to More Investment 

Opportunities for Both 
Nations

Seizing Opportunities Seizing Opportunities

During the state visit of the 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
Singapore and Uzbekistan will 

sign over 20 Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU)  between govern-
ment-to-government and the private 
sector across multiple sectors.

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The acceleration of urbanization and 
globalization in Uzbekistan, as well 
as their vision of becoming a “Smart 
City,” increased the demand for 
high-quality infrastructure in a wide 
range of sectors, including com-
mercial, industrial, infrastructure, 
energy and utilities, institutional, 
and residential, to support its citi-
zens. To meet demand and realize 
their vision, MoUs are being signed 
between Singapore and Uzbekistan, 
with participation and investment 
from STIA Metropolitan, Univer-
sal Success Enterprises, Surbana 
Jurong Group, Meinhardt Planners 
Singapore, DP architects, and CPG 
Corp.

l CPG Corporation (CPG Corp) is 
a global leader in the development 
and management of infrastructure 
and building facilities, providing a 
full range of integrated and cus-
tomized solutions at all levels of 
infrastructure design and develop-
ment. They provide multidisciplinary 
design consultancy, facilities man-
agement, project management, 
construction management, and 
investments services. Some of their 
well-known portofolios are Gardens 

by the Bay, the National Gallery 
Singapore, and the internationally 
acclaimed Terminals 1, 2, and 3 of 
Changi Airport.

 
l STIA Metropolitan is a specialist 
in designing Mechanical and Elec-
trical (M&E) Engineering systems for 
intelligent, energy-efficient, environ-
mentally friendly buildings. Its proj-
ects also include data centers, clean 
rooms, and healthcare facilities. The 
company provides a turnkey solution 
of the complete range of IFM Ser-
vices- from building maintenance, 
project management to consultancy 
solutions.  Using the latest transport 
analysis and modelling techniques, 
STIA also utilises frontier technology 
in all transportation projects, locally 
and overseas. 
 
STIA metropolitan will sign an MoU 
on development of tourism infra-
structure, logistics centres and a 
data centre.

l Universal Success Enterprises 
Limited (USEL) is a multi-national 
company headquartered in Singa-
pore, and operates in South Asia 
& South East Asia. It is engaged in 
diverse fields under Mega-township 
Development, Industrial & Logistics 
Parks and Business & IT Parks, Coal 
mining and Energy resources. USEL 
is also a Master Franchisee of TGI 
Friday’s restaurants. 

USEL will sign a MoU on developing 
tourism infrastructure logistics cen-
tres and a data centre. 

l Surbana Jurong Group is head-
quartered in Singapore and is a 
global urban, infrastructure and 
managed services consulting firm, 
with over 70 years of track record in 
successful project delivery. Using an 
integrated approach, its  multidisci-
plinary team develops master plans 
that shape sustainable communities 
– economically, socially and envi-
ronmentally.  It will sign an MoU on 
development of Industrial zones, 

Singapore and Uzbekistan will further enhance Government-to-Government,  
Business- to- Business and People-to-People ties during the Visit of the President of 

Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev. One highlight is the more than 20 MoUs which will be  
signed that will add fresh lustre to Uzbekistan-Singapore ties

A Singapore development jewel - Changi Airport - one of the best airports in the 
world. (Photo: CPG Corporation) 
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l Meinhardt Planners Singapore 
is a subsidiary of Meinhardt Group 
which is one of the world’s largest 
independent engineering consult-
ing firms. The company specialized 
in mission-critical facility design, 
specialist lighting, environmental 
sustainability designs (ESD), fire 
performance engineering, integrat-
ed design management, and façade 
engineering.

l DP Architects Pte. Ltd. is a 
Singaporean multinational archi-
tectural and industrial design firm. 
They provide project management 
consultancy, interior design & spatial 
planning, engineering & building 
design, building envelope design, 
landscape architecture & arboricul-
ture consultancy, lighting design 
& visual planning, environmentally 
sustainable design, and urban plan-
ning & design services.

 
LOGISTICS 

AND TRANSPORTATION

Being a landlocked nation, Uzbeki-
stan faces difficulties in the logistics 
and transportation sectors. This is a 
crucial issue that the nation must 
resolve given Uzbekistan’s reputa-
tion as exporters of raw materials 
and its desire to be a modern city. To 
show their commitment to solve this 
issue, MOUs between Singapore and 
Uzbekistan will be signed involving 
PSA International, MSI - Metro 
Design, and Changi Airports In-
ternational (CAI) regarding to their 
involvement in Uzbekistan’s trans-
portation and logistic projects.

l PSA International (PSA) is a lead-
ing port group and trusted partner 
to cargo stakeholders. With flagship 
operations in Singapore and Ant-
werp, PSA’s global network encom-
passes 160 locations in 42 countries 
around the world. The Group’s port-
folio comprises over 60 deep-sea, 
rail and inland terminals, as well as 
affiliated businesses in supply chain 
management, logistics, marine and 
digital services. Drawing on the 
deep expertise and experience from 
a diverse global team, PSA actively 
collaborates with its customers and 
partners to deliver world-class port 
services alongside, develop innova-
tive cargo solutions and co-create an 
Internet of Logistics. As the partner 
of choice in the global supply chain, 
PSA is “The World’s Port of Call”. 
 

l MSI - Metro Design is a leading 
solutions provider for land transport 
infrastructure. As a subsidiary of 
Singapore’s Land Transport Authority 
(LTA), MSI Global leverages on the 
experience gained by LTA in building 
Singapore’s world class infrastructure. 
MSI Global provides advisory, project 
management, systems assurance 
and integration, training and con-
ferences, and even geotechnics and 
tunneling expertise in its suite of 
services. Furthermore, MSI Global has 
an established fare systems business 
unit that has designed, developed 
and deployed fare systems at a city 
and country level. They have proven 
products and the right expertise in 
handling automated fare collection 
technology. MSI - Metro design and 
construction will be signing an MoU 
to collaborate with Uzbekistan to help 
in creating this critical growth engine 
of Metro design and construction 
 
l Changi Airports International 
(CAI) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Changi Airport Group. Changi Air-
ports International (CAI) is a leading 
airport investor, manager and consul-
tant in the global aviation market. As 
a strategic partner, CAI designs inte-
grated solutions that enable its clients 
and partners to fulfil their potential of 
being world-class airports. 
 
As one of the leading airport inves-
tors and airport consulting firms, CAI 
has extensive global experience that 
spans over 20 countries and more 
than 60 airports around the world, 
including Singapore Changi Airport. 
Some of its projects include Tom 
Jobim International Airport in Brazil, 
Chongqing Jiangbei International 
Airport in China, the first aerotropolis 
in India, Fukuoka Airport in Japan, 
Clark International Airport in the Phil-
ippines and four airports in Russia.
Changi Airports International (CAI) 
will be signing an  MoU in Airport 
management.

TEXTILES
 
The textile industry has been one of 
the cherished sectors and engine of 
growth for Uzbekistan. Rich in raw 
material, Uzbekistan is known glob-
ally for its high quality raw materials 
like cotton, silk, and wood. Uzbeki-
stan is one of the largest producers 
of cotton in the world. One of the 
early entrances to the Uzbekistan 
market has been Singapore head-
quartered Group, Indorama Corpo-
ration. Recognizing the potential in 
many sectors in Uzbekistan, Indora-
ma’s Director Mr. Prakash Kejriwal 
who calls Uzbekistan his second 
home, says “In recent times, Govern-
ment initiatives to improve the in-
vestment climate with the ongoing 
reforms, has made Uzbekistan inves-
tors’ choice and for Indorama, they 
have accelerated their investment 
plans and have major presence in 
the textile, farming and fertiilizer 
sector and continuing its growth 
momentum in the country. We are 
very happy that President Shavkat 

Singapore is a leader in port management and technology. (Photo: PSA International)

Mirziyoyev is visiting Singapore, after 
having carried out major economic 
reforms and this more certainly will 
create new opportunities for Singa-
porean companies to confidently  
venture into Uzbekistan.” 

Indorama building on Uzbekistan’s 
natural advantage of sourcing its raw 
materials from domestic sources

Seizing Opportunities
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Management Development 
Institute of Singapore (MDIS) 
Founded in 1956, the Management Development 
Institute of Singapore (MDIS) is one of Singapore’s 
oldest not-for-profit professional institutes for 
lifelong learning. MDIS has two main subsidiaries: 
Management Development Institute of Singapore 
Pte Ltd which oversees its Singapore academic 
operations, and MDIS International Pte Ltd which 
focuses on MDIS’ globalisation strategy.

MDIS’ first overseas campus, MDIS Tashkent 
opened in 2008 and has become an institution of 
choice for students in Uzbekistan, Central Asia. 
MDIS also has international campuses in Johor, 
Malaysia, and Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
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l Indorama Textiles & Chemicals 
- established in 1976 and 
headquartered in Singapore, 
Indorama, is one of the flagship 
companies to have  ventured into 
Uzbekistan. In 2010, Indorama put 
into operation a modern cotton 
yarn plant in Uzbekistan using 
the most advanced compact 
technologies. The plant transforms 
cotton into high quality yarn for the 
textile industry. Indorama has 39 
production facilities in 22 countries 
located in 4 continents including 
Indonesia, Thailand, India, China, Sri 
Lanka, the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom, Lithuania, Italy, Turkey, 
the United States, Mexico, Egypt and 
Nigeria. Indorama will be signing 
an MoU to expand further into the 
Chemical sector. 

EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN RESOURCES

DEVELOPMENT

Uzbekistan’s greatest asset is 
its people. With a population 
of 35 million, Uzbekistan is best 
understood as a consumer-led 
market where rising incomes related 
to more productive employment 
with drive increased prosperity. 
Uzbekistan is on the threshold 
of what can be described as a 
golden age of economic growth, 
where labor participation will 
be at historically high levels and 
lead to record economic growth. 
Importantly, the labor supply is 
also increasing in quality as the 
government targets investment in 
education. 

The education industry was one 
of the areas to which Uzbekistan 
paid particular attention. This 
has been demonstrated by the 
inclusion of education and its high 
priority in Uzbekistan’s reforms. 
Knowing Singapore’s reputation 
as an educational hub. MoUs for 
capacity building will be signed 
with Management Development 
Institute of Singapore (MDIS), 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy and TMC Academy 
(see accompanying story) to 
demonstrate their commitment 
to developing in young people 
the critical thinking and problem-
solving abilities they will need to 
succeed both in their own nation 
and in the wider world.

l The Management Development 

Institute of Singapore in Tashkent 
was established in 2007 by 
Uzbekistan Banking Association 
(UBA) and the Management 
Development Institute of Singapore 
(MDIS); since then it has changed 
many a lives. Thus, MDIS Tashkent 
provides training in undergraduate 
and postgraduate programmes 
 
Special attention is given to creating 
an appropriate atmosphere for 
students, with the expectation 
that MDIS Tashkent will become 
an institution where the new 
generation Tashkent campus 
is constructed and furnished in 
accordance with international 
standards and is placed on more 
than 5.7 hectares of land. The 
organisation has one of the most 
talked about successes and will be 
signing an MoU on capacity building 

l Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy was named after the late 
Former Prime Minister of Singapore 
Lee Kuan Yew , the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy is an 
autonomous postgraduate school 
of the university of Singapore( NUS). 

belongs to the state-owned banks, 
which remain the larger players in 
the banking system. 
The banking sector has also been 
modernising at a face pace. Today, 
Uzbek business owners conduct 85% 
of their payments online,. Legacy 
banks have also been adopting new 
technologies to improve the quality 
of their services. Banks also use facial 
recognition software as part of their 
security suite. To further enhance its 
capabilities, Uzbekistan is signing 
an MoUs with KRUT and Franklin 
Templeton Singapore FinTech 
Incubator. 

l Franklin Templeton Singaporehas 
been assisting clients in reaching their 
financial objectives for over 75 years. 
They have millions of clients in more 
than 155 countries, making them one 
of the biggest independent asset 
managers in the world.
Franklin Templeton also assemble 
a broad range of investment teams 
with in-depth knowledge and 
specialization in a variety of asset 
classes, investment strategies, and 
geographic regions.

l KRUT has extensive experience 
in developing and implementing 
financial market infrastructure 
projects, including system design, 
development, implementation, 
operations, and evolution. Our 
solutions are developed using this 
experience to assist our customers. 
They provide services such as solution 
design and modernization, technology 
and vendor selection, bid support, 
project implementation, and solution 
acceptance.

SUSTAINABILITY & ENVIRONMENT, 
AND SUPPLY CHAIN

Seizing Opportunities Seizing Opportunities

Launched in 2004, the school offers 
Master’s degree programmes, a 
senior fellowship programme and 
has four research centre. Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy will be 
signing a MoU related to developing 
its activities on this front institute 
upgrade civil servants. 

BANKING & FINANCE

Future economic growth in 
Uzbekistan will depend on continued 
development in the banking 
sector. Today, the banking system 
of Uzbekistan includes 33 banks. 
Among these 12 banks are state-
owned, 15 are privately held, and 5 
are subsidiaries of foreign banks. 
As of November 2021, total banking 
assets amounted to $39 billion with 
deposits accounting for 40% of 
the total. The total capital of Uzbek 
banks totals $6.2 billion, of which 81% 

(Photo: Franklin Templeton)

(Photo: Oceanus)

Uzbekistan, which is doubly 
landlocked by its neighbors, is rich 
in a variety of resources, including 
cotton, gold, uranium, and zinc. 
Nevertheless, since Uzbekistan’s 
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l TMC Academy  

Singapore-based TMC Academy is 
gaining a firm foothold In Uzbekistan’s 
Educational Sector capitalizing on it’s 
over 40 years of experience mentoring 
thousands of students across China, 
Vietnam and Myanmar and is shaping 
Uzbekistan’s student community for 
brighter prospects in the future. 
 
TMC Singapore established in 1981, is 
one of the oldest private education 
institutions in Singapore. From 1999 
to 2017, TMC was a public-listed entity 
in the Singapore Stock Exchange 
and now has been a privately-owned 
institution by Mr John Lee since 2018.  
 
TMC Singapore has aligned 
its academic faculty with the 
Singapore Education System that 
has adopted The Cambridge (UK) 
Education Framework that accesses 
students in the General Certificate 
of Education (GCE) Ordinary 
and Advanced Levels as well as 
preparing international students 
for admissions into local schools 
through the Admissions Exercise for 
International Students (AEIS). 
 
In addition, TMC delivers 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes in business, accounting, 
marketing, logistic, hospitality, 
tourism, computing and psychology. 
The team at TMC is known for its 
premier quality of teaching materials 
and professional lesson delivery, 
making it an asset to students. 
 
In 2021, TMC established its first 
Campus in Tashkent, the capital of 
Uzbekistan and it acquired a piece of 
land at the City Central, last year, for 
the building of its second campus. 
Today, a total of 6,000 students 
are enrolled and studying at both 
campuses in Tashkent. 
 
While the academy’s educational 
framework, academic courses 
and tertiary regulations are almost 
identical, TMC Campus in Tashkent 
has been granted the awarding 
power of qualifications by the State 
Inspectorate for Supervision of Quality 
in Education, Cabinet of Ministers of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan.  
 
In recent times, there has been much 
interest in Master Degree Courses 
as Uzbekistan has been broadening 
its business markets locally and 

undergraduate degree course as 
well as the post graduate degree 
programme in areas such as senior 
management, accounting, IT and 
also logistics. These courses further 
align with the economic development 
and training in management skills, 
business understanding and logistics 
of Uzbekistan.” 
 
The academy has implemented 
advanced educational standards in 
teaching methodologies and curricula 
which has worked favourably with 
local teachers in Uzbekistan, providing 
collaborative work between teachers 
from British universities. This practice 
of both local and international flavour 
gives students a wide variety of 
knowledge and share experience, as is 
currently practiced at TMC Academy 
in Singapore, as revealed by Mr Lee.  
 
Sharing his experience as a Singapore 
investor of setting up and running 
a company in Uzbekistan, Mr Lee 
says: “In comparison to all the other 
countries, I have discovered that the 
Uzbekistan government fosters a 
mindset of transparency, especially in 
the purchase of property/land and the 
processes and operations are relatively 
easy. I am also impressed by the work 
ethics of the local staff and teachers as 
they are diligent, committed and go 
beyond the call of duty, often working 
to burn the midnight oil, to obtain 
optimum results.”

Seizing Opportunities Seizing Opportunities

internationally, and as such is inclined 
to reach out to TMC Tashkent for their 
academic pursuits who delivers these 
courses in the business medium 
of English, ensuring that students 
in Uzbekistan will have more job 
opportunities in the ‘global village’. 
 
TMC’s presence in Uzbekistan was 
inspired by the enthusiasm about 
70 Uzbek students who studied in 
Singapore. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. John Lee shares: “When we saw 
how keen they were to learn we 
wanted to give them the opportunity 
of a sterling education and thus 
collaborated with the Uzbek Embassy 
in Singapore. The TMC Campus in 
Tashkent was set up to offer the 

“In comparison to all 
the other countries, 

I have discovered 
that the Uzbekistan 

government 
fosters a mindset 
of transparency, 
especially in the 

purchase of property/
land and the processes 

and operations are 
relatively easy.”

TMC has already made plans on 
expanding its second campus 

(From left): Uzbekistan Ambassador to 
Singapore and Uzbekistan Minister of 
Inspectorate with Mr John Lee 

TMC found Uzbek students have little difficulty successfully applying themselves to their 
courses (Photo: TMC Academy)
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independence, its people have 
struggled with a lack of access to a 
reliable supply of clean drinking water. 
To address this issue and improve 
people’s quality of life, Uzbekistan 
prioritizes climate change mitigation 
and adaptation (including under 
the Paris Agreement), with a special 
emphasis on the Aral Sea region, 
conservation and efficient use of 
water, land, and energy resources, and 
biodiversity conservation. MoUs also 
will be signed with Enercon Asia Pte 
Ltd and Al Sadara International to 
show commitment of the Uzbekistan’s 
government to solve this issue and 
build a sustainable country.

l Enercon Asia Pte Ltd, formerly 
Enercon Systems International LLC, 
was founded in 1994 as the Far Eastern 
hub to supply power controls solutions 
to power system companies across 
the Asia Continent. Enercon has been 
setting the standard for switchgear, 
electrical controls, and critical standby 
power for many different industries for 
almost 50 years. Energy audits, energy 
analytics, and renewable energy are 
few of the things they’ve developed 
and introduced for power system 
companies across the Asia Continent. 
They currently have over 3000 
projects and have exported to over 20 
countries to date.

l Al Sadara International was 
founded in 2007, Al Sadarah Group 
has established itself as one of the 
leading family-owned conglomerates 
in the region. It is a business enterprise 
built around traditional family 
values and an uncompromising 
commitment to integrity, premium 
service and social responsibility. Al 
Sadarah Group has created new 
benchmarks of excellence within its 
diverse portfolio which has grown to 
include ventures in F&B, real estate 
development, education, construction, 
engineering, and investment. As a 
part of Al Sadarah Group’s mission, 
Al Sadarah International Pte. Ltd. Has 
established its presence in Singapore 
and strives to be a leading and 
sustainable ecosystem supply chain 
player in food industry.

l Oceanus Group Limited and, 
together with its subsidiaries, the 
“Group”) is a global Food Tech 
corporation that has been listed 
on the SGX-ST Mainboard since 
May 2008, with a diverse business 
portfolio spanning Food Production, 
Distribution, Services, and Innovation. 
The Company, through its subsidiaries, 

farms, processes, packages, and 
distributes seafood products. Oceanus 
Group provides services to the 
aquaculture farming and seafood 
industries all over the world.

WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

As a developing country, Uzbekistan 
is constantly improving its healthcare 
programs and facilities, with a 
particular emphasis on women’s 
health care due to the high maternal 
mortality rate. In order to address 
this problem, the government of 
Uzbekistan is currently collaborating 
with foreign partners to create fresh 
and efficient health care initiatives 
that will support the country’s citizens 
in leading a happy and healthy life. By 
signing an MoU with Virtus Fertility 
Centre, Uzbekistan will be given 
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assistance in achieving this goal given 
Singapore’s reputation for having top-
notch medical facilities.

l Virtus Fertility Centre is one of 
the most reputable fertility service 
providers in the world. They have 
pioneers in reproductive science 
among their network of fertility 
specialists, embryologists, nurses, 
fertility coaches, and support staff. 
Virtus’ collaboration with overseas 
fertility services provides Virtus 
Health with access to world-class 
reproductive science techniques and 
proven treatment programs, allowing 
them to support couples with 
highly complex fertility issues, Pre-
Implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD), 
and sperm or egg donation fertility 
treatment. 

The close bilateral ties between 
Singapore and Uzbekistan, 
particularly in the economic sphere, 
spur initiatives to create forums 
for businesspeople to interact and 
collaborate to advance their respective 
economies. In order to achieve this, 
Uzbekistan and Singapore will thus 
sign MoUs with the South East Asia 
and Central Asia Business Chamber, 
the Singapore-Uzbekistan Chamber 
of Commerce, Singapore Malay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and the Singapore Manufacturing 
Federation.

l Singapore Uzbekistan Chamber 
of Commerce  is a new initiative to 
support Singapore and Uzbekistan 
businessmen in working with each 
other’s country. 

l The Singapore Malay Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SMCCI) 
is a non-profit organization that 
was founded in 1956. They actively 
represent the business community’s 
interests of the Malay and Muslim 
community in Singapore.

SMCCI provides business consulting 
services in the form of an Executive-
In-Residence program, which is 
currently supported by Enterprise SG, 
to businesses looking to expand into 
and within the Halal Industry, and 
will leverage its network of trusted 
partners across the region and beyond 
to facilitate its members’ plans to 
establish and expand their business 
internationally.

l Singapore Manufacturing 
Federation was established in 
1932, and since then it has grown 
to become the largest national 
organization in Singapore in 
advancing the interests of the 
manufacturing and related industries. 
The SMF works with local and 
international government agencies, 
industry partners, and businesses 
to provide critical services such as 
representing members’ views in 
formal dialogues with authorities, 
increasing business opportunities 
through local and international trade 
fairs and missions, building capabilities 
through conferences, seminars, 
workshops, and other industry-
specific programs, and transforming 
businesses through business model 
innovation.

l The Central Asia and South East 
Asia Business ChamberTM (CASEA-
BCTM) is a Singapore-based business 
organization that offers integrated 
business support to a community 
of small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) in the Central Asian and 
Southeast Asian regions. With the 
ultimate goal of enhancing business 
owners’ and staff members’ physical, 
mental, and financial wellness, we 
seek to collaborate and sustainably 
grow businesses together while 
implementing environmental, social, 
and corporate governance (ESG) 
strategies. They will be signing MoU 
on cooperation on business activities. 
 

 

ASSOCIATIONS
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Uzbekistan 
Despite the COVID pandemic Uzbekistan’s economy still stood out during this 

unprecedented crisis. It underscored the strong fundamentals of the Uzbek economy. The 
country’s economic performance speaks for itself. It grew 1.9% in 2020 before surging 7.4% 
in 2021. This was one of the highest growth rates in the world. Forecasts are anticipating 

growth to remain above 5% through 2023

Economic Snapshot

ECONOMY
The country has a diverse economy. 
GDP: US$69.2 billion (2021) 
GDP growth: 7.4% (2021)
GDP per capita - US$1.983 (2021)

Industries: Textiles, food processing, 
machine building, construction 
materials, metallurgy, mining, 
hydrocarbon extraction, chemicals

Agricultural products: Milk, 
wheat, carrots/turnips, cotton, 
fruits, vegetables, grapes, onions, 
watermelons

Exports: $16.6 billion with 10% annual 
growth (2021)
Major exports: Copper, steel, gold, 
natural gas, agriculture products, 
cotton fibers, textile, building materials
Imports: $25.5 billion (2021), growth - 
20%
Major imports: Vehicles and 
machinery, chemicals, refined 
petroleum, aircraft, food.

Main Trade Partners: Russia (17.9%), 
China (17.7%), Kazakhstan (9.3%), 
Turkey (8.1%), Republic of Korea (4.5%) 
and Germany (2.6%).
 

GEOGRAPHY
Area: 448.900 sq. km.
Divisions: 12 provinces, Autonomous 
Republic of Karakalpakstan and the 
capital city - Tashkent;
Climate: Mostly mid-latitude desert, 
long, hot summers, mild winters; 
semiarid grassland in east.
 

GOVERNMENT
Head of State: President (Mr Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, since December 2016, re-
elected October 2021);
Head of Government: Prime Minister 
(Mr Abdulla Aripov, since December 
2016);
Government Type: Presidential 
Republic
 

PEOPLE & SOCIETY
Population: 35.3 million (January 2022 
est.)
Population Growth: 1.80% (2010-2020)
Ethnicity: Uzbek 84.4%, Tajik 4.9%, 
Kazakh 2.4%, Karakalpak 2.2%, Russian 
2.1% and others 4.1%
Language: Uzbek (official) 74.3%, 
Russian 14.2%, Tajik 4.4%, other 7.1%
Religions: Muslim 88% (mostly Sunni), 
Eastern Orthodox 9% and others 3%
Urbanization: Urban population: 
50.56% of total population (2020) rate 
of urbanization: 0.92% annual rate of 
change (2020 est.)

“In 2021, the total volume of 
disbursed foreign investment 
amounted to US$9 billion, 
including foreign direct 
investment US$3.2 billion 
and loans for state security  - 
US$1.6 billion”  
- Ministry of Foreign  
and Foreign Invesment Trade 
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Sources: 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan, State Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan on Statistics, Review UZ and World Bank, 

EBRD, ADB and IMF

A visa-free programme has been adoptd for citizens  
of 90 countries.
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Singapore 
Singapore’s economic performance serves as a useful barometer of the global environment 

since it is deeply reliant on trade with the rest of the world 
Compiled by Ranee Sahaney

Economic Snapshot

Singapore’s recovery held 
up in 2022, with a relatively 
strong year-end performance 

shoring up the economy ahead of an 
expected global slowdown this year. 
Gross domestic product grew 3.8% 
during the year (source: Singapore 
Ministry of Trade and Industry). 
Singapore’s four key pillars of growth: 
Services,  Manufacturing, Trade and 
Enterprises.

PREFERRED GATEWAY 
Singapore continues to be the 
preferred gateway into the region 
among international companies, 
according to HSBC’s latest business 
survey HSBC Navigator: SEA in 
Focus, which found that 39% of 
foreign firms with operations already 
in Singapore will prioritise further 
growth in the Republic over the next 
two years. 

In Southeast Asia, Singapore is 
the most attractive market for 
international firms looking to test 
new technologies. Its ability to 
manage the Covid-19 pandemic has 
supported its standing amongst 
international firms.

By 2030, it is envisaged that Asia 
will be home to over half the world’s 
middle-class population and form 
the bulk of demand for consumer 
goods. Aligned with Asia’s strategic 
position as a driving force of global 
growth is the significant rise in Asia-
headquartered companies which 
have more than quadrupled between 
2000 and 2015, and now make up 
over a third of the Fortune 500 list. 

Straddling the floodwaters of this 
global movement stands Singapore, 
the nucleus of global services 
and the gateway to the region 
and beyond. “While the Republic 
draws the companies of the future 
who are looking to scale digitally 
and sustainably into Southeast 
Asia, it also remains a top spot for 
traditional firms transitioning at 
pace to meet the demands of the 
Asian consumers,” says Regina Lee, 
Head of Commercial Banking, HSBC 
Singapore:

Internet of Things will be at the 
heart of Singapore’s Smart Nation’s 
digital transformation. Firms can 
also take part in ideation, develop 
proof-of-concepts and create 
prototypes to solve problem 
statements from industry players via 
the Open Innovation Platform.

BUSINESS CONDUCIVE  
ENVIRONMENT

Singapore ranks first in Asia for 
innovation, the first in the world for 
doing business, and is the second 
easiest location in the world to do 
business. Its appeal as a business 
hub and as the partner of choice 
for businesses for leading decision 
makers is underpinned by the 
presence of some of the world’s 
largest multinational corporations 
to the fastest-growing startups. As 
Southeast Asia’s importance grows, 
it is feasible for firms looking at 
expanding their footprint here to 
use Singapore as a jump-off point.

Ample partnership opportunities to 
provide businesses swift innovative 
solutions can be garnered from 
Singapore’s high substantial mass of 
headquarters, vibrant entities such 
as its centres of excellence, research 
centres, and a rapidly evolving start-
up ecosystem that endeavours to 
stay ahead of the times. It is a lively 
base for penetrating the world’s fast-
growing consumer markets in China 
and the rest of the Asia-Pacific.

SETTING UP YOUR BUSINESS  
IN SINGAPORE

 According to The World Citizenship 
Report, Singapore is at the top of 
its list of the 10 best countries to do 
business. Singapore is rated Asia’s 
top financial center, and third-best 
in the world, by the Global Financial 
Centers Index in September 2022.

Its robust economy, ease of doing 
business, high-quality infrastructure, 
and strong talent pool, low taxes 
along with being one of the safest 
countries in the world makes 
Singapore the ideal landscape 
for businesses to invest with 
confidence.

Transforming  
Singapore for the 
Future
• 1st in Asia Best digital 
transformation environment
• S$3.8 Billion  Estimated info-
communications technology (ICT) 
procurement for 2021
• 1st in the World   Best global 
smart city (2021)
• US$1 Billion   Projected 
investment in smart city projects 
in 2019
• S$680 Million   Government 
investment in AI initiatives

MAJOR BUSINESS HUB
Singapore draws its strength as 
a major business hub from its 
position as one of the world’s 
strongest economies, its political 
stability, low corruption rates and 
transparent public institutions, 
its world-class connectivity and 
excellent infrastructure. Its low-risk 
economy is underpinned by solid 
monetary policies, all of which are 
bound with a robust judicial system. 

In addition, Singapore is the 
first in the world for transport 
infrastructure, for technological 
readiness and first in Asia for 
digital infrastructure. It is also the 
second most globally connected 
country and has in place 27 
Free Trade Agreements globally 
and Economic Partnership 
Agreements covering over 60% of 
global GDP. 

Its position as a major global 
hub for innovation is powered by 
Singapore’s vibrant ecosystem 
featuring global R&D labs for 
leading Fortune 500 companies, 
as well as over 150 venture 
capital funds, incubators, and 
accelerators. 

DIGITAL FUTURE READY
Enterprises with capabilities in 
artificial intelligence (AI) and 
data analytics, cybersecurity, 
immersive media and the 
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Publisher’s Desk

It is with delight that we look forward 
to the impending, first ever, State Visit 
of the President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan, H.E. Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
to Singapore. This visit is significant for 
signaling a fresh pivot in the Uzbekistan-
Singapore relationship.

Our relations with the Uzbekistan embassy 
in Singapore go back many years. We 
have observed the amazing progress and 
profound changes that Uzbekistan has 
made since its Independence. Despite 
the challenges, the year 2022 ended on a 
positive note for the Republic; as a result 
of the large-scale and efficient reforms 
introduced in the country, its GDP has 
increased for more than US$80 billion for 
the first time. Additionally, in 2022, it has 
attracted US$8 billion direct investment 
to its economy, while exports reached 
US$19 billion.  

Uzbekistan is being widely recognised 
by the world community based on the 
continous progress it has been making. 
The vision of New Uzbekistan heralds a 
new architecture for peace, progress and 
prosperity in the country and its global 
connect. 

Giving fresh impetus to this thinking 
has been the government’s proactive 
approach to stay in step with the rapid 
changes the world is undergoing. It has 
actively worked on its strategy to change 
the system of governance, the legislation 
and the society in the country. 

On the bilateral front, Uzbekistan and 
Singapore have enjoyed very warm 
relations for years. The mutual regard 
and respect continues to nourish these 
ties. President Mirziyoyev’s visit is 

Heralding a New Uzbekistan
Reforms have brought a new architecture for peace, progress and prosperity  

in the country and its global connect

WELCOME PRESIDENT
SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV

Witnessing The Growth of Bilateral Ties Between 
Uzbekistan and Singapore Since 2011

20 Kramat Lane #01-02 United House, Singapore 228773 
| Tel: (65) 6735 2972/1907/2906 | Fax: (65) 6735 3114

Skype: sunmedia.sunmedia | Email: accounts@sunmediaonline.com
www.sunmediaonline.com

Uzbek Ad past issues.indd   2Uzbek Ad past issues.indd   2 1/10/2023   4:49:19 PM1/10/2023   4:49:19 PM

WELCOME PRESIDENT
SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV

Witnessing The Growth of Bilateral Ties Between 
Uzbekistan and Singapore Since 2011

20 Kramat Lane #01-02 United House, Singapore 228773 
| Tel: (65) 6735 2972/1907/2906 | Fax: (65) 6735 3114

Skype: sunmedia.sunmedia | Email: accounts@sunmediaonline.com
www.sunmediaonline.com

Uzbek Ad past issues.indd   2Uzbek Ad past issues.indd   2 1/10/2023   4:49:19 PM1/10/2023   4:49:19 PM

Sun Media has over time chronicled the development of Uzbekistan, our bilateral activities and the engagements  
of the Embassy in Singapore

significant in giving a new thrust to the 
progress the two nations have made in 
terms of collaborations and cooperation 
on many fronts. 

During the President’s visit it is 
anticipated more than 20 MoUs are to 
be signed related to various sectors in 
the two countries. This will significantly 
strengthen the proactive nature of the 
interfaces between Uzbekistan and 
Singapore.

Going forward, to enhance people-to-
people ties it would be beneficial to have 
better connectivity through new sea 
routes and direct air links. This would 
facilitate speedier movement of people 
between the two countries as well as 
realise competitive freight rates.

President Mirziyoyev has proposed the 
year 2023, in Uzbekistan, as “the Year of 
Human Care and Quality Education.” 
At the heart of this is the deepening 
understanding of the need for keeping 
alive the ‘human touch’ and shaping the 
minds of the youth for a better world. 
Singapore is completely in sync with such 
sentiments and in the light of this the 
ties between our two nations can only 
become more meaningful in the years 
to come. Clearly, we are in accord on 
many important issues that impact us as 
individual nations and on a global footing.  

For Sun Media showcasing this re-
imagined approach to a brighter future 
in our publication is an honour and our 
privilege.

Nomita Dhar 
Publisher  
& Editor-in-Chief
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WELCOMING THE PRESIDENT 
OF UZBEKISTAN TO SINGAPORE

Amity Global Institute is always eager to provide the best 
higher education for our students in Singapore and overseas. 

Amity is continuously striving to meet global standards with innovative 
methods and a philosophy that embraces changes and transformations 
for the betterment of learning. It is our commitment to deliver quality 

education and nurture our  students, the future leaders and professionals.

 Amity Education Group is home to over 175,000 students across 
10 Universities, 28 schools and pre-schools and 11 global higher education 

campuses in Singapore, London, Dubai, New York, Paris, Sydney, 
San Francisco, Mauritius, Nairobi, Tashkent and Vladivostok.

SINGAPORE ADMIN OFFICE 

Amity Global Institute 

101 Penang Road Singapore 238466 | 
Phone: +6598792756 (Whatsapp) |
E-mail: cswgavin@singapore.amity.edu | 
Fax: +65 6602 9509 |
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INDORAMA CORPORATION
# 14-00, GB Building, 143 Cecil Street, Singapore 069542 | T + 65 6222 1347

We are a Singapore based leading global producer of 
polymers, petrochemicals, fertilizers and textile and 
other industrial raw materials. With a rich history of 
over 40 years, we continue to grow with the support 
and trust of our customers, suppliers, stakeholders 
and employees.
Indorama Group takes great pride in being an active 
development partner of Uzbekistan. Indorama has 
been operating in the country since 2010 through 
Indorama Kokand Textile, one of the most modern 
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P2O5, H2SO4)

and the largest single site facility for Compact Cotton 
Yarn production in Central Asia. In 2019 Indorama 
Agro started commercial scale farming operations 
and in 2021 Indorama Kokand Fertilizer and Chemi-
cals started Fertilizer production in the country. 
The Group continues to further evaluate new 
business opportunities in the country to continue its 
growth momentum. It is a testament to Indorama’s 
commitment and confidence in Uzbekistan and its 
leadership.

to H.E. SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV
the President of The Republic of Uzbekistan  

A Warm Welcome from




